GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
The last remains of political liberty had, during the
war, also been snatched from the people.. .. Germany
had lost all save her hopes for the future.
The Peace of Westphalia (October 1648) which
brought to an end this ghastly conflict represented
a settlement not of agreement or appeasement so
much   as  one  of exhaustion   and   stalemate.     Its
provisions   fell   into   two   main   groups,   namely,
(i) ecclesiastical, (2) territorial.   On the ecclesiastical
side, it was stipulated that Calvinists should enjoy
the same rights as those conceded to Lutherans in
1555;   that in the Imperial Court of Justice the
three recognised forms of religion should be equally
represented;   and that the long-disputed lands of
the Church should be stabilised as they were in
1624.   On the territorial side, the Elector Palatine
(son of the 'Winter King') recovered the Upper
Palatinate  and his  electoral hat;   Maximilian  of
Bavaria retained the Lower Palatinate, and for him
a   new   electorate   was   instituted.     Saxony   and
Brandenburg, the two great Protestant powers of
the North, both received considerable extensions,
mainly at the expense of the bishoprics.    Sweden
and France came off best.    The former recovered
the secularised sees of Bremen and Verden,  and
acquired Western Pomerania;    the latter secured
Austrian Alsace, and was established in possession
of the great frontier fortresses of Metz, Toul, and
Verdun.   The sovereignty of the numerous German
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